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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 





Hogner, Dorothy Childs Oxford 
THE WILD LITTLE HONKER $1.50 







Full page sketches by Nils Hogner help to tell this charming story of an ad- 
venturous gosling who lived on the banks of the Bronx River. Mr. and Mrs. Big Gray 
Goose of Canada did not go North any more; they preferred the peaceful life on the 
Parkway where there were few enemies and they were sure of food. But the Wild Little 
Honker had heard the call of the wild geese, and when she is a grown goose leaves on 
the great migration. A pleasing story with authentic observations on the habits of 
the familiar birds. Lovely sketches in black and white. Board. (Publ.) 





























Book-ELf Books Rand McNally 
each $.25 

Bradbury, Bianca AMOS LEARNS TO TALK ‘llus. by Clare McKinley 

Dixon, Ruth THREE LITTLE PUPPIES illus. by Dale and Sally Rooks 


Rarick, Carrie THE THREE BEARS VISIT GOLDILOCKS :/lus. by Clare McKinley 


oe Amos the duckling finds that "quacks" are not really very ordinary sounds, 
after a fearful journey to learn other noises. Buttery, greeting card ducklings.... 
More color photographs in the puppy story of dogs and puppies in costume, with the 
hounds looking more miserable than ever...When the three bears call upon Goldilocks 
the little bear makes a nuisance of himself and is brought home in disgrace. Mild 
winsomeness with pictures to match. Board. (Publ.) 


Disney, Walt | Simon & Schuster 
WALT DISNEY'S ALICE IN WONDERLAND $1.00 


It was only a matter of time, and here it is, with the crushing Disney stamp. 
The text, as adapted from the movie, which is adapted from Carroll, is inevitably mean- 
ingless, and the brief two lines to a page intensify the nightmare quality of the pic- 
tures. The childhood earnestness of Alice has been removed, as well as the human at- 
tributes of the creatures she meets. What remains is a wild ride through a pin ball 
arcade. But as always, depend upon this for merchandise. Laminated board. (Publ.) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Potter, Beatrix Warne 
THE FAIRY CARAVAN $2.50 


A large book about magic and animals and the country side - another Potter to 
be collected. The story of the animals’ circus and its travels is gentle, rambling, 
with perhaps too many characters for the Peter Rabbit group, but with the familiar 
spring-morning enchantment. The pony, several varieties of pig, the Dormouse, a High- 

@ land terrier, a nurse-cat, a starling, and other animals are involved in this tale 
- about a circus which is invisible to humans. The circus visits various barnyards 
and fields receiving applause-and sometimes fresh comments - from the audience. Fairy 
stories, real fairies, and wonderful animals, together with the exquisite pictures 
by the author, make this a treat for bedtime reading. (Publ.) 
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Lothrop 


Mariana 
MISS FLORA McFLIMSEY'S EASTER BONNET $1.00 

A lovely gift book for the Easter season and all year ‘round is this fragrant 
little story about a doll's long ago remembrances. Miss Flora McFlimsey had not always 
belonged to Diana. There was a time when she lived in a big doll house and was very un- 
happy because she had no special clothes for an Easter party. But a friendly rabbit 
solves the problem, and Flora wins a prize at the party. Adorable, pudgy illustrations 
in black and white and color, by the author. Board. (Publ.) 


Watts 


Chrystie, Frances N. 
THE FIRST BOOK OF JOKES AND FUNNY THINGS $1.75 

A collection of humorous miscellany full of chucklers and groaners. Jokes, 
riddles, tongue twisters, jingles, limericks, rhymes, games and tricks offer a wide 
variety of silly business for rainy days and smart set banter when teacher is out of 
the room. Jauntily illustrated in two colors by Ida Scheib. (Publ.) 


Watts 


Oursler, Fulton 
A CHILD'S LIFE OF JESUS $1.75 
The dramatic folksyness of Mr. Oursler's treatment of Bible stories - familiar 
to parents through newspaper articles and radio and book versions of The Greatest Story 
Ever Told «= is admirably suited to juvenile literature. This retelling of the life of 
Jesus is loving, careful. The author incorporates some dialogue and small, homey details 
with which the child is familiar, to shake off some of the strangeness of the story as 
it appears in the Bible. The result is simple, readable book, 4nd no mysterious mar- 
gins of theological interpretation frustrating for children. One of the best books of 
this type we have seen, but be sure your customer subscribes to the point of view repre- i? 
sented here. The pictures, color and black and white, by Elinore Blaisdell are appro- 
priately benign and peaceful, but the color is badly off register. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Hubbard, Freeman H. Whittlesey 
THE ROUNDHOUSE CAT: and Other Railroad Animals $2.00 


A delightful collection of true stories about animals who became part of life 
on the rails. There was Tom, a black cat who lived in roundhouses and saved a train 
from a wreck; William, the goat who had a meal served on the train; Toby, a mongrel who 
took a trip in place of a pedigreed setter; two wise horses who saved the day for their 
young master; a polar bear who had a romp and feast in the baggage car; busy beavers who 
flooded tracks persistently; and a circus elephant fond of watermelons. Kurt Wiese 
has drawn some likeable animals. For the animal and train market. (4/11) 


EASY READING 


Agle, Nan Hayden Scribner 
& Wilson, Ellen THREE BOYS AND A LIGHTHOUSE $2.00 


* A jolly, symmetrical tale for young readers, with just enough information about 
lighthouses to set the reader dreaming of sea air, boating and fishing, fog horns in the 
night, and of course, lighthouses. Benjamin, Christopher, and Abercrombie, three broth- 
ers who looked exactly alike, stayed with their father who kept a lighthouse off Cape 
Cod, and had a thrilling summer - camping out on islands, caring for a wounded eagle, 
learning how to tend to the light, and running the lighthouse when their father was off 
on rescue work in a storm. Delightful repetitive prose helpful to third or even second 
year readers. Sparkling black and white illustrations by Marian Honigman. (4/9) 
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How, R. W. Coward-McCann 
THE FRIENDLY FARM $2.50 


Pleasant pastoral adventure from England involving three children on their 
holidays. When Brian and Patsy visited the Freeman farm, the children and Jim Freeman 
found an adventure almost at once in the problem concerning a gypsy boy and a foal he 
had nursed to health. Seeing that the foal is returned and helping the gypsy boy, as 
well as participating in bustling farm activities make the children's holiday a busy 
one. Uninteresting sketches by John Moment (4/23) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction 
Evans, Eva Knox Capitol 
PEOPLE ARE IMPORTANT $2.50 


** A refreshing reminder to teachers and adults in general and a necessary foun- 
dation of the social education of a child, is the concept that other people are as im- 
portant to themselves as the child is to himself - that people all over the world eat, 
talk, behave and think differently about things, but are essentially like you and me. 
In an ebullient and witty manner the author talks about all kinds of people from every- 
where - including Americans: their names, what they eat, clothes and houses, manners, 
how people do, or do not, get along. But the author points out we have to get along 
with people if we want them to like us, and before "getting mad” we should think why 
each person acts as he does. The general conclusion is that we can learn to under- 
stand each other and ourselves, which makes us very lucky to be people. An enter- 
oo statement of an elementary ethical concept. Piquant sketches by Vana Earle. 
3/5 
Zim, Herbert S. Simon & Schuster 
& Cottam, Clarence $1.00 
INSECTS: A Guide to Familiar American Insects 


Third book in an attractive and useful Vature Guide series, this collection 
of insect illustrations and "candids" should prove to be a popular family handbook, 
especially since the low price is a lure. 225 species are pictured in full color by 
James Gordon Irving, with a running text, describing briefly habits and life cycles. 
Again small maps indicate location; there are hints about collecting, and also some 
information about insect anatomy. Compact format with laminated board. (Publ.) 


Elting, Mary Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF NURSES $1.75 


Here is the answer to the literature problem when the nurse-fever first takes 
hold. Both the format and text are geared to pre-junior high level, and the material 
is confined to the less technical aspects of nursing - the many different jobs a nurse 
is called upon to do, a brief outline of a nurse's training, nurses' uniforms and their 
history, the many positions open to nurses, famous nurses, nurses in other countries, 
and glimpses of nurses at work. Attractive pictures in two colors by Mary Stevens. 

A handy book for school and girl scout libraries. (March) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 
McGraw, Eloise Jarvis Coward-McCann 
CROWN FIRE $2.75 


The popular stormy hero of Sawdust in His Shoes finds a successor who will 
again bring flutters to teenagers who yearn after the Heathcliffs and Rochesters of 
Freshman English... Chip Landau, 18-year old son of a French "faller" in an Oregon log- 
ging camp, is a moody, passionate youth, whose savage temper, smoldering at the memory 
of boyhood humiliation, drives him out of his job as his father's assistant, and sends 
him to the hated city. A faithful friend, a devoted girl, and an athletic director, 
combine to quench the flame by a gradual gentling process. In his march to maturity 
the somewhat implausible plot and the unreality of minor characters and even the soph- 
omore French of Chip and his father matter nothing against the appeal of Chip and 
the pace of story interest. ihe fans will love it. (4/30) 
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John Day 
FIVE BOYS IN A CAVE $2.50 





Church, Richard 





A British import crammed with highly effective suspense adventure. When Jim @ 
found an inviting underground tunnel near his aunt and uncle's summer home, it followed 
of course that investigation was in order. Jim and his four companions, after careful 
two-day preparation, begin the perilous descent into the deep caverns. This is no pic- 
nic romp, for in the dank, river-made labyrinth the boys escape death by inches several 
times. Adult thrills and chills with some psychological upsets as the boys change lead- 
ers. The supposition here - that a group must have a strong leader - is perhaps some- 


what too military, but this is superior suspense. (4/26) 


Friermood, Elisabeth Hamilton Doubleday 
WABASH KNOWS THE SECRET $2.50 


A winning period-regional story for girls, with a warm hearted portrait of a 
devoted family, a tantalizing mystery and an attractive gypsy boy. Although there were 
always chores to do, being a thirteen: year-old-girl in Indiana in 1892 wasn't bad at all, 
especially if you had good times, a wonderful family and best of all, lived by the 
Wabash River, which to Henrietta Hale, meant something very special. A mystery con- 
cerning the murder of her great-grandfather, family troubles with sickness, her friend- 
ship for Carlo, the gypsy boy and his lovely mother, two marriages in the family, and 
neighborliood doings, make Henrietta's year an exciting one. The gentle,nostalgic il- 
lustrations by Grace Paull capture the friendly charm of the book. (4/19) 


Du Jardin, Rosamond Lippincott 
CLASS RING $2.50 
A class ring and "going steady" complications cause some pillow pounding in @ 


this latest fluffy teen-age novel about Tobey Heydon, heroine of Practically Seventeen 
Although Tobey had made it clear to Brose when she accepted his ring that the family 
had nixed going steady, when college man Dick Allen rushes her and later a real smooth- 
ie, theatre-conscious Kim,- she finds it very trying to keep old Brose on ice. Somehow 
we cannot take Tobey's problems too seriously, as both she and friends seem limited 
emotionally; they are overly protected by their families, and immature for their eight- 
een years. However, this combination of close family life and gay date-full whirl 
promises sure popularity for the book. (March) 


Vanguard 


Lobsenz, Amelia 
KAY EVERETT CALLS C-Q $2.50 
The information about ham radio operators pelleted in this painful story is 
undoubtedly of great value, and it is unfortunate that it has been presented in fiction- 
al form. Four girls - ages ranging from fifteen to college - take a trip out West in 
a trailer, and have some adventures in which ham radios play a great part. The girls 
are something less than human, and there is a girl who expresses joy by saying "zumpie!" 
If girls can penetrate beyond the first few zumpies, there is sound - and solid- hobby 
information, but we doubt it if it's possible. (4/9) 


Fenner, Phyllis R.- £d Watts 
PIRATES, PIRATES, PIRATES $2.75 


Biff, bop, bam, and lots of sword play, flapping sails, and buried treasure 
in this latest in the triple title series. Again the selections are superior in story 
and quality of writing. Most of the stories have period settings - the stories by @ 
Howard Pyle, Merritt P. Allen, and Charles Coppock are outstanding spine-tinglers in 
this category,- but there are yarns about British-Yankee sea battles, a modern Augustus 
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story, and a delightful tale about a pirate rat by Jean Muir. Also the figures of the 
old terrorists, Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, Steve Bonnet and Jean Lafitte sail again. The 
sketches by Manning deV. Lee have a dramatic sweep. (Publ.) 


Montgomery, Rutherford Winston 
THE MYSTERY OF CRYSTAL CANYON $2.50 


A slight mystery with a loving appreciation of ranch animals in this pleasant 
adventure-Western. Kenny Reed, and his sister Pat, become amateur detectives when 
their foreman Tex is suspected by them of having something to do with the disappear- 
ance of a squatter on the lands of the Lazy ¥ Ranch. Some tracking and the squatter's 
dog help uncover the mystery. Tame and wild horses, the dog, a she-wolf and the beau- 
a setting spur the reader's interest. Illustrations by Taylor Oughten. 

af 15 
Appel, David World 
COMANCHE $2.50 


The old "claybank (a chestnut horse) tells his own story in this fictional- 
ized account of the career of the horse who was the sole survivor of Custer's Last 
Stand. In speech remarkably polished for a tough cavalry mount, Comanche reminisces 
about his life as a wild horse, his capture by a Sioux Indian, his escape and capture 
by white men, his training with the U.S. Cavalry, his career with Captain Miles Keogh, 
the terrible Last Stand and honorable retirement. A winning animal story with a lively 
recounting of cowboy and Indian days. Illustrations by James Daugherty. (5/21) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~ Non-fiction 
Doublelist the following 
Zim & Cottam, JVSECTS (Simon & Schuster) $1.00 P. 153 
Meany, Tom A. S. Barnes 
THE BARNES ALL-STAR LIBRARY (4 vols.) each 50¢ 


The first four sports monographs with photographs are sure sellers for fans 
who cannot afford the more expensive biographies. The books in this series so far - 
JOE DIMAGGIO, RALPH KINER, STAN MUSIAL, and TED WILLIAMS - contain not only complete 
records of each player's baseball history, but also fact-crammed biographies and 
photographs of the heroes at work and play and languishing in the hospital. Laminated 
board. (Publ.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


O'Hara, Frank H. Harper 
& Bro, Marguerette H. INVITATION TO THE THEATRE $3.00 


For the marquee or mezzanine minded, the run-through of the fundamentals of 
the theatre, a revised and enlarged edition of the 1948 4A Handbook of the Drama The 
essentials and types of drama; the structure and techniques of the play; a history of 
the theatre; a dictionary of playwriting and production terms; an index of titles, 
(nyoss and subjects. An illuminating, comprehensive study. (Full report on P.120) 

4/25 
Floherty, John J. Lippincott 
TELEVISION STORY $2.75 


Another comprehensive career book with plenty of topical interest. Mr. Flo- 
herty regards the whole institution of television with appropriate appreciation and 
submits the controversial angles to careful, objective presentation. The standard and 
thorough treatment here - the beginnings of television, a lesson in physics, a glimpse 
at production, shows and advertising, special problems, and career opportunities. 
Illustrated with photographs, this should have a predictable appeal. (4/18) : : 
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Henderson, J. Y. Little, Brown 
& Taplinger, Richard CIRCUS DOCTOR $3.75 


The story of the experiences of a Texas veterinarian who undertook the care of @ 
the 700 animals of the Barnum and Bailey Circus. Unusual medical and natural history 
material combined in the stories of the ills of bears, elephants, the big cats, horses, 
etc. Also sidelights on wild animal training, the work of the big top outfit, and the 
fascination of the work. The circus has a never-fail appeal, and this will also inter- 
est budding veterinarians. (Full report on P. 120.) (4/23) 


Lothrop 


Ross, Frank Jr. 
GUIDED MISSILES $2.75 
This book on the development of guided missiles,from 1400 to earth-satellite 
space ships of the near future, presupposes a fair sized quantity of technical informa- 
tion on the part of the reader. Packed with detailed descriptions of all the major 
rockets developed by the U.S., Germany and England and an aside about the Japanese 
"suicide" planes, the book describes with painstaking detail each type of missile,its 
method of control, design, range, speed, and a brief history of its development. Un- 
fortunately, an otherwise excellent section on the famous German V-2 rocket is marred 
by a completely illegible and frustrating diagram of the "buzz-bomb". Although the 
going is rather heavy for the casual reader, this is recommended for those interested 
in the subject. Also the facts as presented here are bound to instill in the reader 
a healthy terror of what the next shooting war will entail. (Publ.) 


Scott, Judith Unger Macrae-Smith 
PATTERN FOR PERSONALITY $2.50 
"You too can have one" is the blythe note in this series of short intimate © 





talks about the teen-age dilemma by the author of Manners for Moderns. The subjects 
covered range from home and social problems to making friends, angling for dates, 
school problems, career and marriage preparation. The emphasis is on personality de- 
velopment, through a balanced common-sense outlook, but the cozy cuddle-bunny style 
detracts from the serious intention, and the steady stream of advice is often devoid 
of sound psychological information the young person should have for the inevitable 
self-analysis. Harmless, but too slick for real effect. Gay sketches by Ruth K. 


Macrae. (4/16) 


Williams, J. R. Scribner 
COWBOYS OUT OUR WAY $2.00 


* Young people who are familiar with the comic strip "Out Our Way" and the syn- 
dicated cartoons about the West, machine shops, and troubles of the nineties, will wel- 
come this collection of superior cartoons about the West as she really is. A realistic 
and natural quality here, fitting in well with the tradition of the range. Many are 
from the series "Born Thirty Years Too Soon", "Heroes Are Made Not Born" and all deal 
with horses, cattle, men boys, and ranch life; some concern the tourist and the auto- 
mobile- all have a grand human touch. (Full report on P. 142.) (3/19) 


BOOKS OF INTEREST TO PARENTS 


Ernst, Margaret S. Knopf 
MORE ABOUT WORDS $3.00 
A successor to Words (1950 P. 109) this continues the affectionate study of @ 
the origins and changing histories of certain words and expressions. A "random diction- 


ary" of derivations, and development, general and specific meanings and applications, 
with an occasional personal aside. A word to a page, illustrated in line by W. A. 
Dwiggins. Useful, entertaining - invaluable for the home and schools. (Full report 


on P. 119.) (4/23) 





